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Detailed Design Process Description

Process

Intake

Base map

Field data collection

Summary Observations and
Analysis

Concept Sketch

Draft design. Review/revision
Polyculture designs

Layout of elements: access,
earthworks, trees/shrubs,

hardscaping, water resources,
etc

Guild details, label

Report details, phasing

Final Design Package

Costing

Product

Questionnaire: Paper, Email,
Online form

Cursory or detailed - letter
format, concept sketch; 24x36,
master plan

Measurements, photos

Summary O/A maps -
ecological analysis of existing
conditions. Letter or Tabloid.

Concept sketch with a
summary of findings: Letter,
Tabloid and Poster (Arch D)

Pattern concept maps bubbled
out. Design from patterns to
details.

Spreadsheets w/ element
dimensions & nursery sources

Master plan using combination
of hand drawn and digital tools

Detail drawing to show
planting/earthworks layout &
construction details

Design details in narrative
report form, phasing
considerations

Poster (Arch D: 24x36) sized
drawing, supplemental
drawings with details, narrative
report of findings

Cost estimates, spreadsheets,
reports

Benefit

Clear goals articulated, design
elements considered

Base map unit to draft ideas
and easily make revisions

Accuracy of map product
improved

Clear understanding of
existing conditions as limiting
factors

Provides a working plan for
the initial first steps

Incremental design in
collaboration with client and
land base

Clarity of communication &
planning

Master planning makes easy
mistakes on paper, making
installation smoother and
cheaper on the ground.

Clearly communicate
construction details visually

Clearly communicate
construction and management
details in narrative form.
Establish a workflow to the
build out of the entire project.

Concise package laying out
the vision of potential for the
project (residence, farm or
other), forming an “institutional
memory”.

Easily budget resources. Use
this as a fundraisng tool.



Base mapping

Minimal visual noise on
base map for sketching
out ideas. Usually on
letter-sized paper.
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Some base maps
include multiple layers
like color aerial photos,
property boundaries
and topographical data.
Design work then
proceeds as overlay
images. This example is
24x36 or Arch D sized
paper.




Summary Observations and Assessment (O/A)
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The ecological context
for a site includes
mapping of hot/cold
spots, prevailing wind
directions, movement
of sun and shade, plant
communities and other
noteworthy
observations.
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Concept sketches and draft designs
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We will often work out
design solutions by hand
and then make labels on
the computer. Some
clients are satisfied with a
broad pattern first draft
sort of product. Some
clients prefer another
round of detailed and
refined ideas. We call the
next stage the master
planning phase where we
move from these
patterns into more
details.

MIDCOAST



Concept sketch and draft summary report

As part of the design
product we include a
written report in addition
to any drawing we make.

For concept sketches prepared
after one site visit we will include
a report with map details,
proposed phases of construction
and other cursory notes. This is
a summary of any ideas
generated during the first
consultative site visit.

Permmcvire Concept Shmsch detady
Prepared for
Oecomber 2004

MIDCOAST .
RMACUL War en
DESIGN

THE CRACRpt Srmeing B ST I8 0 O pames for the e of focn W muend o0
B I T e s di i e L
ecompasm \rcton

PMap dezale

1 Normr wat pinen P horsensn) 5o B sorthnt of the Sowst. song auanng Srow edge
Lo prves Shags B rwr rewd wediervan probe o

1 Oncn e howne i Dt comder § frukt 1ae growe 50 the RorTh and s of the Sowse. Mase
W gy proferved b rees apple ovtieaes Asan gy, paseh tulveary

1 Covmtmnn wm ek |or ] o gorage S wnssen mammensen e On S Commait
N PU v Serger 4 L Iy DNl 0 MR o TR
F amatty

4 P00 o Bk wrppng Wound T Mownt Wiowa fr ety DVTOA Pae 10 vt Ao
Wlow bor emdon saom possmel e 4e Badoor mcten

B Mk st ansharnd of e cervers of B Sann Close tn e Wanhen br seny s
ey ihrarp P Nern Tk Beemay o it Wy waleng P o ) D s Al
B L e R T et il o

AN 10 D wouh D B Bt i By Cered Dby o nde o Madh Mocew, f you
W e DU TREnd henbar Bkt T g 0 My 1 pour pareened e il
Tew 4 g e Try Aeg g sehimendrs Acnd b hecsene ey regere s
s Ttk

T Vet wwh commmer arvwnd vhe howne end sk bihan gardens o aenonr Line shee
et e g mer i A mmed —acagrme ot Coey e vpalee posbie e nas
O Now 0 2oee |

& Adwocs for spae wnd laach Subd 1 o e of the howse. S0t sowh. Kanp the sovihers
i A e s br bk v @ & prashie hrmensy (gt Wt v v > feud
B whary i nendh 10 B 50 that B 2en Be o grey pseem, You don't aaen 10 N %0 pemg
o drwion wphil wn e sage . Ravid s ¥ o puaaitie.

. l-.u-o-l-ﬁh-n-num-h-wq MM

e G of valens,
‘h.”dwmu*.‘d—lbtbnm“
TN N w0t CNPE W granae Ot Amend 1od ek argane sodieny g wares ood

¥ ey wrgent Baabaray naed progerty sl il bor muaane wgrske m el 0
N G -

T A gk of uing e o vl saw B owtet of B vart ol halp = wanwr
maragumane. ¥ the 4ren 8w we shderterien and Amalanchier peces. ¥ o) mome oy
Comater Awat PA) 00 paachen

L) Mg by et rander o by dnay A ey Y St v s ey
et Saseinn, Dnagrnn. Mia € mrew ol Des, Sod n Sod M s
e ary O et comirey perene W, chomns, ed s Qe meens

34 Cvmrts s D ool of B Svwmiy (o I iy Whand o0 D Sumediops win = ryrnp
Coprvncn 5 Mord Pt Of wais LI O~ 9] e G Bl O Maybou
Pt Water s fruem dhen tubenrt 8 prokubly e erangh et e water e be
S b by e wm———.

5 Deowong 1w S Saprasenand 16 G0m3 40 M A0x 90 waly confan the g, bt 10 o o

rvhrence oy
I Commtnr 4 srwery ava commmmnily bnsad W wbas sime o ' smingh swey b
P cormrweion e 30 Tt swrnery ok il be sl o seniend camage Make s
::-M-—nnﬁ-&d-ﬁh‘ Ovmaramrs mghe e & o
'

hases of Conmrwction

L B B N and perage. This ol Be & Dage wndertuiung, and Dent s e b oF 1o
kot wrw e Comnrusimncviosed docwars way et bor 0.1 momeba

T T o vy el Sor Base rosned pereensd ek, Ths Can Ngpen shanever B
POt e PO betenen e and st ey Onder pour Base root e st e
A agrog Whae Sy arwn bael dam i S wrve ol b Kaay dae swered and =
B b R & por o S whan yon wrw seady o iradan Ba wie B pasrn. M
oy yowr or ten of mumarny wil halp sk S udishment I ey masdos
polprwmen Tramgiee v e ey whie g we il dormane

B Wy peg ok B napten petrs B 0 g g D bl & Dt puiers. ¥
o o Bl & wngle vhank chisel gl ry puling @ o the fald o thet gemers = e
g o e vamemar whee O et e o -

A Pt ot dement) \ohawing T Jrmecirs 2008 CONAL. 50 erabien ses Cose o B
Noumt Srw, o wang Mg vaiiny wem e e Grvasny Pt but ves gross S
T 0 s | wd gy & vvmy gy Pars hrybos Love < mapt 0 Lrve wd
St a)owy

Oxber notex:

T 0rder 10 e T wow had 50 T M and sovThanat CoMONr haapeg WA rage
B by Ll St Narinss o N farg Vun e e s s o heylos rews
Ol s 4 00 3 Nt rma of S e

= Owarvan ovvarss wnd “denge o damner”™ Tha subeert havld be vt sooordieg e &
ormmeragive downpawr The odvers mesdier showid be sbie 30 halp woh sy
Comaderusasn. This gows for 7prag 06 Mate srs B rgrng Gon handie by puie of mane

= Connder drwvinging & plan \or g svnages that may am Sor 700 dan A baing won.
whrirn bt srve way b advnaiin, Ve o sl mnd waren o o g heser

* Oheck et oo shoraes belors making sy Wunens B Bunganec mrees. 000 e
Sont 5 one heanion 00 haw mach of a0 Sewson you o meke. Tpsorly e mass Sleg
- e Ot - s i € . oy hew o
Ll Cm-.-nc*MApdm-‘
et e ey Ny mamry




In the master planning
phase we move from the
patterns into details. We
design for multiple
considerations involving
the client, the site and
the business if applicable.
We design for plant form
and architecture,
ecological function, yield,
harvest, installation and
management.

This is the planning
process where we apply
whole systems thinking
to design for water
management, soil
stewardship, plant and
livestock health and the
benefits to future
generations.

Sometimes we will
overlay design ideas over
an aerial photo if we
think that will enhance
understanding. Often we
will overlay design ideas
over the base map line
drawing and colorize
using alcohol-based ink
and/or colored pencil.

Master Plan




Supporting Detail Drawings as part of a Master Plan

Supplemental detail
drawings to show
polyculture, spacing and
earthworks details.
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Detail drawings are
usually necessary
during the master
plan to show details
in another visual and
textual way in order
to enhance
understanding.
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Master Plan Report

The report describes the
details of the design in a
narrative form that
enhances the
understanding of the
drawings. One without
the other gives an
incomplete picture.

The report describes
details of the map and
master plan along with
discussions of management
and alternative options.
Step by step phasing of
construction is discussed
in the report as well as
resources for plants,
books, tools, construction
trades, soil tests and more.
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The report that
accompanies a master plan
fills in details that can’t
always show up in a
drawing. Each reportisa
unique work because the
design, installation and
management of every
system is unique.
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